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ADVOCATES: Victim Assistance Team

Domestic Violence and the Need for Safehousing

SPRING /S UMMER 2008 Domestic Violence Does Not Discriminate Victims and their children require increased
It crosses the demographic lines of age, rsafety and confidentiality, as well as intensive
ethnicity, socieconomic class, gender, sex services that address the unique economic,
orientation, educational level, religion, and ¢ emotional, and physical impact of domestic
ityfi physical or mental. This violence occurs violence. When the option for these women is
every type of househdldrom mansions tot o OoOwait out the night
public housing. It can occur in the homes of c or family (thus placing these individuals in dan-
lege professors, corporate executives, doc ger) or homelessness, the only other alternative

Board of Directors

e Richard Deviin lawyers, judges, and clergy, as well as irmay be to return to the home of their abuser.
President homes of day laborers, store clerks, and hc Thus, there is an overwhelming need for safe
« Sarah Albright makers. Violence against a spouse or intir housing specifically for DV survivors.

partner is, for many people, a hidden way of

that is rarely discussed with family or friends. Survivors Have Vivid Definitions of Safe

very nature of its secrecy allows the violenc Housing

continue at disproportionate levels of intensA womands ability to f

However, while violence may be a secret isst her environment is directly related to her sense

is also a public problem that affects every fai of security. When survivors were asked to de-

member and every individual within every ccfine what safe housing was to them, they over-

munity. Moreover, domestic violence is a soc whelmingly replied that it was defined by clean,

issue because when a person is battered, open space, where housing was afford

costs are incurred in the form of health care, childcare was available, and personal and family

* Sara Rosene wages, and the involvement of the criminal safety was not threatened.
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Providing a Safe Place for Children is Cru-

Staff The secrecy of domestic violence coupled \ cial to Ending the Abusive Cycle
shame and fear of reprisal make it difficult The U.S. Department of Justice and the Ameri-

* Anne Clark women to leave their situation. The processcan Psychological Association report that be-
Executive Director leaving is equally daunting, especially when tween 3.3 and 10 million children witness do-

* Sheryl Butts dren are involved. R mestic violence each year in the United Stateg
Victim Services overwhelming when personal and child safety Between 1993 and 2004, children resided in
Coordinator at the forefront of 40% of all households where domestic violehce r

* Marissa Lorenz the National Institute of Justice indicate that occurred. Researchers further suggest that a
Outreach & Education risk of intimate partner homicide is highestwic hi | d6s pr ol onged expo:
Coordinator a victim of domestic abuse tries to leave the 1abused by the father increases the risk that vio-

comes angered and threatened, and is mortspans generations and can last a lifetime.
to inflict grave bodily harm or even death. out intervention at the time of witnessing the
domestic violence, adult survivors may have
& The National Alliance to End Homelessnesimilar reactions as those who experienced
\@6 A\ states that domestic violence is the immecot her forms of chil d at
% é’b’ cause of homelessness** for many women
<O children. In addition, research indicates t
many women in the homeless system report ** Homelessness as defined by the McKinney
ing victims of domestic violence at some poin Veto Act of 1997 includes those living in inade-
their lives. guate housing, with others or in hotels.
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Safe HOUSing Vital for RebUIIdlng Lives (Continued from p.1)

Circumstances Push Women Back riers to obtaining housing that are dwithout fear of abuse

to their Abusers rectly related to the impact of abusé&.or women who have experienced do-

Providers report the biggest obstacksbusers often isolate victims so thanestic violence, having options and
that tends to push women back intthey have no support networks or finarchoices is critical because the violence
the homes of their abusers is financielal resources to draw on when they dargely about stripping women of their
instability. Control over the familyready to leave. As part of the abuspersonal choice, power, and control.
finances is one of many ways thamany victims are not allowed to work,

abusers seek to assert power over thelitain job training, or learn EnglishDespite the challenging situations in

is

partner or spouse. Because of thib,buser s often r ui which $ueivors ofv domestic nvidlencec r ¢

many women are wholly unaware afr stalk and harass victims at their worknd themselves, they still desire mean
their financial situation or have neveaslace, causing many victims to lose théigful economic independence and fam

been able to maintain a sustained leeshployment. This creates challenges ity safety and security. Finding safe, af

of income. This and other financiafinding housing because landlords tyfierdable housing provides a vehicle tc

factors make the possibility of obtaineally prefer tenants with an employmematchieve this improved way of life and

ing market rent nearly impossible.  history and solid credit records. supports a womanaios
ment.

Other circumstances that push womehdditional Barriers Prevent Survivors

back to their abusers include thoseom Accessing Safe Housing

related to immigration, fear, guilt, anBarriers that prevent survivors frono/ want t he [ i fe t

a lack of awareness about servicesaiccessing safe housing include languagéatever me and the other women

the community. Confronted withhealth status, race, ethnicity, class, géaave gone through, we want a place

ha

these barriers, plus a need for safaetgr, and sexuality. Immigrant womeh o go and o stand o

and childcare, a woman may be likalyay face language and cultural barrieg¥Survivor

to stay with (or return to) what is fathat make it difficult to seek help leaving

miliar; despite the fact that it is potenviolent situations.

tially violent.

Developing safe housing for domes-

Survivors of Domestic Violence tic violence victims and their families (Article taken, with penmi:

Housing Report 2007, 0 Di st

Face Unique Barriers is crucial for ensuring safety from ;. cind inc. “www.dashdc.org)
Victims of domestic violence face bariolence and promoting safe living

Grand County Youth
Pledge to Get Along

East Grand Middle School
Students add their handprints
to a poster showing their
pledge to be newmiolent and
to get along with one an-
other.

The activity was included as
part of an educational pres-
entation on bullying and sex-
ual harassment given by
ADVOCATES at the

school &8s annua
Health Fair.
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